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F lorida State University (FSU) is a nationally 
recognized, student-centric institution 
that takes pride in offering challenging, 

yet invigorating academic programs, open 
communication with students, and opportunities 
to assume leadership roles that help them develop 
leadership skills. On FSU’s main campus, there are 
16 colleges offering more than 275 undergraduate, 
graduate, professional, and doctorate programs.

The FSU College of Social Work recruits one 
of the most diverse student cohorts on FSU’s 
campus, giving each student the opportunity 
to learn from colleagues who bring invaluable 
professional experiences and life histories to the 
classrooms and field placements. Professors and 
students collaborate and embrace the robust 
conversations and intellectual adventures that 
cultural and social diversity bring.
 

Student-Centric
	� More than 42,000 students are enrolled at  

        FSU each year. 

	� The MSW Program is ranked as one of the top  
        graduate programs in social work (No. 33 U.S.  
       News & World Report).  

	� Enjoy working and collaborating closely with  
        faculty and staff in a warm, caring environment.

Legacy of Excellence
	� FSU ranks among the 20 Top Public    

        Universities. (U.S. News & World Report).

	� FSU has offered classes on social welfare/ 
        social work since 1928. 

	� The College of Social Work programs have been  
        continuously accredited by the Council on  
        Social Work Education since 1950. 

	� The FSU College of Social Work is the first  
        university in the United States to offer a  
        Master of Social Work online program. 

	� An emphasis on classroom theory applied to  
        real world scenarios makes the FSU College   
        of Social Work one of the top programs  
        accredited by the Southern Association of  
        Colleges and Schools as well as the Council  
        on Social Work Education.

WHY FSU? WHY THE  
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL WORK??

The College of Social Work is committed to preparing the next generation of social 
work professionals through our BSW, MSW, and PhD programs. We share the 
moral idea best expressed by one of the profession’s founders, Nobel Laureate Jane 
Addams: ‘The good we secure for ourselves is precarious and uncertain until it is 
secured for all of us and incorporated into our common life.” 
Jim Clark, PhD, LCSW
Dean and Professor

“

College of Social Work 
University Center, Building C
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Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) 
Social work is a profession committed 
to serving individuals, families, and 
communities that reflect a wide cross 
section of humanity, regardless of race, 
gender, sexual orientation, age, religion, 
national origin, marital status, political 
belief, mental or physical handicap, 
or any other preference or personal 
characteristic, condition, or status. In 
the interest of serving these diverse 
populations, the College of Social Work 
places a strong emphasis on recruiting 
a student body which reflects these 
values. The Bachelor of Social Work 
(BSW) degree is most suited for entry-
level positions in areas such as family 
services, child welfare, public health 
and substance abuse. The Bachelor of 
Social Work program at Florida State 
is LIMITED ACCESS, requiring you to 
meet minimum admission requirements 
and to submit an application.
 
Programs of Study 
The BSW program requires at least 
four semesters to complete all course 
requirements for the major. 
A minimum of 50 credit hours in social 
work is required for graduation: 38 
credit hours of coursework and 12 
credit hours of field education; which 
constitutes a minimum of 512 clock 
hours at the end of the program of 
studies in a supervised internship. 
While our program is 50 credit hours, 
you will need a total of 120 credits to 
earn a bachelor’s degree at FSU. 
 
Note: 
The College of Social Work makes decisions about 
transfer of credit towards requirements specifically 
for the social work major and only accepts 1) 
social work course work from a CSWE-accredited 
institution 2) a maximum of 24 social work credit 
hours and 3) social work course work with a grade 
of 3.0 (“B”) or better.

Locations
Tallahassee - Main Campus
The BSW program is primarily designed 
for full-time students in the last two 
years of their baccalaureate education, 
following completion of liberal studies 
requirements and other prerequisites. 
You may take courses on a part-time 
basis, but most courses are offered 
during daytime hours. 

Panama City, Florida
The College of Social Work also offers 
the social work major at FSU’s Panama 
City Campus. Both part-time and full-
time programs of study are available. 
All policies regarding sequencing and 
other educational requirements apply to 
students on both campuses. 

For further information about the BSW 
program offerings visit the Tallahassee 
Campus website at csw.fsu.edu/
academics/bsw-overview or the 
Panama City Campus website at 
pc.fsu.edu.

BSW PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTSBSW

https://csw.fsu.edu/academics/bsw-overview
https://csw.fsu.edu/academics/bsw-overview
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What sets a BSW apart from a degree  
in another major?

	� It makes you eligible to apply for an 	  
		  advanced standing MSW degree that 		
	     can be completed in one year.

	� It is a nationally-recognized degree  
		  accredited by the Council on Social  
		  Work Education.

	� Accreditation is based upon rigorous  
		  national academic standards and  
		  evaluated on a regular basis.

	� It prepares you to enhance human  
		  well-being with particular attention to 	
		  the empowerment of people who are 		
	     vulnerable, oppressed, and/or living in  
		  poverty. You will gain an understanding  
		  of our professional history, values and  
		  ethics, a respect for dignity, and a 	  
		  commitment to work to achieve social  
		  and economic justice.

Did You Know?

	� Professional social workers are the  
		  nation’s largest group of mental 	  
		  health service providers, offering  
		  more services than psychologists,  
		  psychiatrists, and psychiatric  
		  nurses combined.

	� Social workers help people challenge  
		  their circumstances and change their  
		  lives, pushing institutions to value and 	
		  support persons in need.

	� Social workers held more than 710,000 	
		  jobs in 2019 according to the U.S. Bureau 	
		  of Labor Statistics. 

	� Social workers are college-educated and  
		  skilled professionals with bachelor’s, 		
		  master’s, or doctoral degrees.

	� For over 100 years the social work  
		  profession has helped millions  
		  of people.

	� A BSW prepares students for  
		  non-clinical positions as case managers, 	
		  community outreach workers, mental 
		  health assistants, and residential 		
		  counselors, along with pursuing graduate 	
		  school (SocialWorkLicensure.org).

	� U.S. News & World Report ranks Clinical 	
		  Social Workers as #12 in Best Social 		
		  Services Jobs and #85 in 100 Best Jobs 	
		  overall for 2021. The ranking also included 	
		  additional jobs filled by social workers: 	
		  #1 Substance Abuse and Behavioral 		
		  Disorder Counselor, #2 Marriage and 
		  Family Therapist, and #13 Child and 		
		  Family Social Worker.

	� Social work constitutes one of the fastest- 
		  growing fields in the U.S. The Bureau 		
		  of Labor Statistics projects that more than  
		  90,000 jobs will be added to the field  
		  between 2019 and 2029. That’s a 13%  
		  increase—and significantly higher  
		  than the 4% average growth rate for all  
		  occupations.
 

WHAT A BSW CAN DO FOR YOU

https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/rankings/best-social-services-jobs
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/rankings/best-social-services-jobs
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/rankings/the-100-best-jobs
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/community-and-social-service/social-workers.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/community-and-social-service/social-workers.htm
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STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS

“I chose the social work profession 
because I would like to narrow 

disparities in healthcare and advocate 
for wellness for all people. I believe 
that social workers are the bridge 
that can lead underrepresented 

populations to a better life.”

NAKAYCIA BREWTON

“I chose social work because I wanted 
to better the human experience. My 

experiences in the BSW program 
taught me that if I continued to 

approach life with the mindset of 
placing a higher value on my wellbeing 
instead of another individual, I would 
not leave this world as a better place 

than when I entered it.” CHRISTOPHER 
GUTIERREZ

“I chose social work because my 
entire mind and body marches for 
social justice, it marches until all of 
my neighbors have what they need 

to live full and joyful lives. Social 
work prepares you to see what 

your role is in creating that positive 
change and it’s gives you the tools 

you need to step into that role.”
TAYLOR BIRO
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Tuition information for FSU is available at  
studentbusiness.fsu.edu/tuition-fees.  
 
College of Social Work Scholarships are 
available on an annual basis through one 
application process during the early Spring 
semester. (csw.fsu.edu) 
 

Social Work Undergraduate  
Research Award
The SWURA introduces undergraduates 
to the discipline and rewards of scholarly 
research with awardees working with or 
under the direction of a faculty mentor on that 
faculty member’s own research. Awardees 
work closely with a faculty member outside 
the classroom, have the opportunity to 
make significant contributions to research, 
and provides them with the conceptual 
and practical tools to develop their own 
independent research project in the future.

Certificate Programs
	� Child Welfare Practice Certificate 

       The Child Welfare Practice Certificate  
       program is designed for undergraduate  
       and graduate social work students who  
       wish to develop knowledge and skills in  
       child welfare practice and children’s  
       mental health.

	� Gerontology/Aging Studies Certificate
       The Geronotology/Aging Studies  
       Certificate is designed to educate  
       students about gerontological theories  
       and practices, and to provide students  
       with gerontological internship and  
       service learning experiences.

Garnet & Gold Scholar Society
The Garnet and Gold Scholar Society facilitates 
involvement and recognizes the engaged, 
well-rounded undergraduate student who 
excels within and beyond the classroom 
in the areas of Leadership, Internship, 
Service, International, and Research.  An 
undergraduate student who meets the criteria 
in three of the five areas and completes a 
Synthesis Reflection will qualify to graduate as a 
member of the Garnet and Gold Scholar Society. 

Honors in the Major
Students wishing to earn an Honors in the 
Major will complete a research thesis or creative 
project in their major area under the guidance of 
a faculty committee.  
The College of Social Work encourages students 
with a GPA of 3.2 or better to apply for the 
Honors Program. To learn more,  
visit honors.fsu.edu/honors-major. 
 
International Programs

	� Study Abroad offers a summer study  
        abroad program in Prague, Czech Republic   
	      and two undergraduate exchange  
		  programs during the spring and fall  
		  semesters in Australia and Sweden. 

	� Alternative Spring Break is an opportunity    
        for students to participate in a volunteer  
        service project in an international setting.  
        The College of Social Work works with  
        international partners to deepen student  
        understanding of global social work issues  
        and works to support local agency goals.  
        Currently, the College partners with  
        agencies in Grenada, West Indies in the  
        East Caribbean.

	� International Field Placements are currently  
        available for BSWs in the United Kingdom,  
        the Republic of Ireland, and the Eastern  
        Caribbean. Through these experiences  
        you’ll become familiar with host cultures  
        and communities, learning how social  
        welfare services are interpreted and  
		  provided abroad. Each of our partner  
		  agencies provide a unique cultural  
		  experience and immersion opportunity.

AWARDS, TUITION, &  
OTHER OPPORTUNITIES

$

SCHOLARSHIPS
STUDENT

2019–20202020–2021

$97,336
100

$97,600
103

http://studentbusiness.fsu.edu/tuition-fees
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The College of Social Work offers a Minor in Social Welfare, which is available to  
non-social work students interested in exploring the field of social work and introduces  
you to a wide range of opportunities in social work.  

The minor gives you the opportunity to utilize these courses should you decide to 
pursue towards a BSW degree and to broaden your understanding of the profession 
and all it has to offer.

Minor in Social Welfare Requirements
The minor requires 12 hours in social work courses with a grade of C- or better in each 
course (at least 6 hours completed at Florida State University). 

Courses
SOW 3203: The Social Work Profession (3 credits)
SOW 3350: Interviewing & Documentation (3 credits)
Plus Two Social Work Electives (6 credits)

Please note, the minor does not qualify you for a social work internship, for advanced 
standing graduate programs in social work, or for professional certification or licensure.

MINOR IN SOCIAL WELFARE



Carol Campbell Edwards
Director, BSW & Professional 

Development Programs 
carol.edwards@fsu.edu

Betty Lanese  
Academic Support  

Assistant, BSW Program 
blanese@fsu.edu

Zoey Zeitlin
BSW Academic Advisor

zzeitlin@fsu.edu

University Center – C2412
College of Social Work
Florida State University

Tallahassee, Florida 32306-2570
(850) 644-5713 or (800) 378-9550

bsw@fsu.edu

The Bachelor of Social Work program is LIMITED ACCESS with admission requirements and 
an application. 

Admissions Requirements
1.	 An application to FSU 

2.	 A cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better 

3.	 All General Education requirements (a minimum of 60 hours) 

4.	 Submission of the BSW Program Application 

5.	 Successful completion of the following pre-requisite (or their equivalent) courses:

CONNECT WITH US

Prerequisite Courses 
General Biology for Non-majors 
Introduction to Economics 
American Government: National 
Introductory Psychology
Introductory Sociology 

Approved Course Numbers 
BSC1005 
ECO2000 
POS1041 
PSY2012 

Approved Course Numbers 
BSC1005 
ECO2000 
POS1041 
PSY2012 
SYG1000

Required Grade 
B-
B-
B-
B-
B-

BSW Application Deadline Dates
Fall Semester  - June 1

Spring Semester - November 1

For our application go to: csw.fsu.edu


