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For students who qualify for admission to the Ph.D. program, the first 
year of the program, students learn the foundations for excellence in 

research. During this time, students develop a substantive area of 
interest, and their second year of coursework focuses on applying their 

learning to this individualized area of interest. Students’ experience 
also includes a research practicum, a teaching practicum, and an 

integrative seminar that assists them in preparing their proposals for 
dissertation work. Throughout this program, students typically 

collaborate with faculty and their student colleagues on conference 
presentations and journal publications of their work; community, 

college, and university activities that promote social work values and 
leadership; and the opportunity to teach independently before they 

graduate. 
 


